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The Richneck Plantation Site is located at the northwest corner of the junction of
Jefferson Avenue and Richneck Road in Newport News, Within 150 feet of extensive brick
foundations located during recent construction work on the George J, McIntosh Elementary
School and identified by a follow-up archaeological survey,is a graveyard containing
two marked graves., One is the grave of Col. Miles Cary (1655-1709), the other that
of his first wife Mary Milner. Archaeology and documentation confirm that this is
the area of Richneck Plantation, the home of Miles Cary II, constructed during the
last quarter of the seventeenth century. Geographic proximity to Stony Run, 300 feet
to the west} the graveyard; the extensive brick ruins; and a bottle seal with the
name Wilson Cary (Miles Cary II's son), dated 1738 and located adjacent to the ruins,
all support the fact that this was the Cary seat.

Extensive damage was done to some of the foundations during clearing operations for
the school. The clearing has been halted, and plans are being formulated for pro-
tection of the site.

During the survey,walls exposed and probed defined one structure 36 feet by 21 feet,
having a brick porch addition 10 feet by 36 feet, What appears to be a corner of
either another structure or an extension of this same building is on a line with

the portion of the building abutting the porch addition, This would indicate a
building 81 feet in length or a flanking outbuilding. A portion of this building
does retain some of the brickwork employed in the floor of the basement,

Sixty five feet to the southwest, a modern drainege ditch exposed a seventeenth-
century ditch extending to & feet below the surface. This may prove to be a boundary
ditch and is on a line parallel to the structural remains (short side).

Artifacts found during the survey span the range from the second half of the seven-
teenth century through the nineteenth century, The exposed section of ditch con-
tained one fragment of seventeenth-century bottle glass (the only artifact found
in context),
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The Richneck Plantation Site in Wewport News, formerly Warwick County, was one of the

two major seats of the prominent Cary family in colonial Virginia. Evidence suggests

that Richneck was built during the last quarter of the seventeenth century by Miles

Cary {1 (1655-~1709}, son of immigrant Miles Cary. The younger Cary irherited the Richneck
land from his father in 1667 upon the latter's death at the hands of the Dutch in Hampton
Roads. The land of the Richneck site was originally patented by Zachariah Cripps in 1628
and later sold to the elder Cary. The seat of the elder Cary was, however, Windmill
Point, and although he owned Richnreck land, there is no reason to believe that he erected
any buildings on that land before his death. Richneck was not only the homestecad of Miles
Cary 1T and his descendants, but also the burial site for many of the Carys. The only
gravestone remaining is that of Miles Cary IT and his first wife, Mary Milner.

Miles Cary IT was educated in England and throughout his life held many important offices
in the Colony, Among the offices held were that of Clerk of the General Court (1691),
Surveyor General of the Colony (1699-1709), Burgess from Warwick County (1683-1706), and
Commander in chief of the Warwick County Militia (169%9). He also served as trustee and
rector of the College of William and Mary. He was defeated by Robert "King" Carter for

the position of Speaker of the House of Burgesses in 1699 only after two days of balloting,

Captain Cary also served on the important committee of the House ol Burgesses charged
with the revision of all the laws of the Colony. The Public Claims Committee of the Bur-
gesses, of which he was also a member, was actually ordered to meet "at Capt. Cary's"
(House of Burgesses, (1659-93) p. 419). The Warwick County Court, of which Miles Cary's
nephew was clerk, is also supposed to have sat at Richneck under the stately elm tree
which is still there., This elm appears with three ships on the official seal of the City
of Newport News, adopted in 1958,

Col. Wilson Cary (1703-1772) inherited the Richmeck plantation from his father, Like his
father, he was also a leader in colonial 2ffairs, serving as Naval Officer for the Lower
James River from 1726-1760. According to one of his descendants writing in 1868, Col.
Wilson Cary owned one of the most extensive libraries in eighteenth-century Virginia.

Col. Wilson Miles Cary (L734~1817) was born at Richneck and inherited the plantation from
his father. He succeeded his father as Naval Qfficer for the Lower James, an office he
resigned as a result of his desire to espouse the patviotic cause., His name appears on
the monument to those who met at the Raleigh Tavern in 1774 and signed the '"Association
of 17747, He and his son continued to live at Richneck at sporadic intervals with the
latest date being 1799. 1In that year Col. Wilson Miles Cary posted a letter to his daugh-
ter informing her of her mother's death at Richneck and her subsequent burial there, By
the early nineteenth ¢entury, Richmeck had passed out of the Cary family, and although
the house stood until 1865 when it was burned, the plantation was used only for agricul-

ture and lumbexing.
(See continuation sheet #1)
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STGNITFTICANCE

Wilson Miles Cary, a direct descendant of this Cary line, visited the Richneck Plantation
site in 1868 and described the house site thusly: "When I visited it in 1868 the mansion

was a pile of ruins, though from-the +emains of the walls still standing, I could estimate;

its former extent. It was a long-fronted, two storied brick building with the usual
adjacent outhouses and must have been very commodious," (Virginia Magazine, p. 106,
Vol. 9). ’ :

The significance of Richneck lies in its close historical ties with a leading Virginia
family, as well as its archaeological potential for revealing information on seventeenth-
and eighteenth-century life. The site is particularly important since its occupancy can
be documented to have begun in the last quarter of the seventeenth century and ended at
the end of the eighteenth century. With the exception of the school building nearby, the
{mmediate area of the house site has not been disturbed by subsequent building since its
occupancy,
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